Erin’s Graduation Ring

by ET 5ter|ing

Your Graduation Ring was handmade for you out of 14 gauge 5ter|ing Silver. To make this ring,
the silver was hammered, annea|ed, and quenchcd several times to achieve the desired effect. Here’s whg:

Hammering hardens the metal. But, in order to soften it so that the hammering will continue to
have egect, it must be annealed and quenched. Anneahng isa process of }weating the metal to a du”, red
g|ow and then quencl’xing (chPPing) it in water. Quenching is the process of transFering the heat of the fire
from the metal to the water.

The process of anneahng is similar to the process of reFining. In anneahngyou on|9 heat the
silver to a dull, red, g|ow. In reFining, the silver is heated to the me|ting Point. At that time the imPurities
separate from the silver and rise to the top. The imPu rities are then removed from the silver and the result
is that the silver becomes more pure. But, like a Christian born into a new life in Christ, this silver was
a|read9 refined before this brace|et’sjourn69 began.

In the Bible, the reFiningoF silverisused as a metaphor for being tested in this life and as a result
becoming more like God. 1 think of the process of anneahng as similar to the process of going tl’xrough
hardship. When we face hard times, we have a choice of |etting our hearts become hard to God or to
become soft to God. 1 think of becoming soft to God as oPening our hearts to the wisdom and comfort of
our Lord, open to being molded and shaped by the hands of God.

Amos 5:6 Seek the LORD and live, or he will sweep through the house of Joseph like a fire; it will devour, and
Bethel will have no one to qucnch it. (NIV)

Ps 66:8-20 Praise our Gocl, (@] Peop[es, let the sound of his Praise be hearcl; he has Preservecl our lives and kept our feet
from s[ipping. For you, O God, tested us; you refined us like silver. vou brought us into prison and laid
burdens on our backs. You let men ride over our heacls; we went through fire and water, butgou brought ustoa P[ace of
abundance. I will come to your temP[e with burnt ogerings and fulfill my vows to you--vows my [iPs Promisecl and my

mouth sPoke when I was introuble. 1 will sacrifice fat animals to you and an ogering of rams

1 will offer bulls and goats. Selah Come and [isten, all you who fear Gocl; let me te“gou what he has done for
me. | cried out to him with my mouth; his Praise was on my tongue. If 1 had cherished sinin my heart, the Lord
would not have listened; but God has sure[g listened and heard my voice in prayer. Praise be to God, who
has not rejectecl my prayer or withheld his love from me! (NIV)

lsa 4810 See, | have refined you, though not as silver; | have tested you in the furnace of affliction. (NIV)

Zech 3:9 This third I will bring into the fire; 1 will refine them like silver and test themlike go[cl. Theg will
call on my name and 1 will answer them; I will say, ’Theg are my Peop[e,’ and theg will say, The LORD is our
God." (NIV)

I hammered the silver until | got the desired effect, anneahng and hammering several times. Upon
comP|etion the ring is now IOmm wide. At this time| stamped the |ettering. Then to blacken the |etteringl
aPPhed Liver of Sulfer to oxidize the silver. 1then did a rougl’x Po|is}*1 to remove the excess oxidation. |
shaped the ringand gaveita final Po|isl*1. I then cleaned it and used silver Po|is}*1.

Your ring was designed and created for you. Your sister, Ke”y, ordered this ring for youasa

momento of your graduation. The word “VISION” is stamped onit. She said that you are Passionate



about usingyour music for God and His work. She said that the word “VISION? expresses your
‘directed Passion’ for God. 1 did some Bible study and feel like the Fo”owing verses express this vision.

Ps 92:1-5 Itis goocl to Praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most ngh, to Proc[aim your love in
the morning and your faithfulness at m’ght, to the music of the ten~stringecl [3re and the me[oclg of the harp.
F‘orgou make me g[acl bg your cleecls, O LORD; | sing For)’og at the works oFgour hands. How greatare
your works, O LORD, how ProFouncl your thoughtsl (NIV)

On the inside of your ringyour sister asked that | imPrint the verse reFerence, Jeremiah 29:11,

which is as follows:

Jer29:1 Forl know the P[ans I have Forgou," declares the LORD, "P[ans to prosper you and notto harm
you, P[ans to give you hope and a future. (NIV)

And then, of course, this ring was created to commemorate the culmination of your hard work,
your Graduation in the year of our Lord, 2004

Your sister ordered the ring with the hammered finish. 1love makingjewehy this way. Tome thisis
more an exPression of a vision for how a Piece should look. The metal shows the marks of the hammer.
Also, if you look into the markingyou may notice that there are darker, pu rP|is]'1 spots. These are the
effects of appbing the flame to the metal. 1ts called firescale. Leaving some evidence of the firescale gives
the ]'aammering dept]’x and, 1 think contributes to the overall effect of the Piece. It makes me think of
ourse|ves, our human bodies will show the scars of our life on eart]'x, but bﬂ the blood of Ch rist, we are pure

and made PerFect in God’s eyes.
A couP|e more silver quotes from the Bible:

Ps 12:6-7 And the words of the LORD are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of c[ag, Puriﬁecl seven
times. O LORD, you will keep us safe and Protect us from such Peop[e forever.

Prov 25:11 A word aPtlg sPoken is like aPP[es oFgo[cl in set’cings of silver. (NIV)

So, your sPecia| creation contains an a”egory for your life as a Christian: Starting as a pure
creation, we are hammered — but t]’xroug]’a annea”ing and quenc]’aing, we are made stronger and more
beautiful. 1nthis process, we are s]ﬂaped and Po|is]'xed to achieve the desired effect. And, while we may
show the scarring and Pock mocks of a difficult life, we achieve the sPecia| character and dept]’x intended for
us bﬂ God.

About myjewehy and how to care forit:

Your ETSterhng 5i|verjewe|r5 is entire|5 hand-made bﬂ me, Elaine Tietz. | design each custom
Piece to fit your unic}ue Personahty and st5|e. | craft each Piece out of 5ter|ing silver. Thisis also called
“925” or92.5% pure silver. Icrafteach Piece individua”y. I cutand s]ﬂape each Piece bﬂ feel and bﬂ sig]'xt. |

do not use forms or patterns. Therefore, each Piece is different.

Your ETSterhngjewdry will not be PerFecHy symmetrica| and will have s|ig]1t variations. The
|ettering will not be PerFecHy even. Asan artist, | consider this to be desirable, distinguis]’xing my work from

ordina ry, machine madejewdrg.



Your hand-made Silver Jewehy is made to be worn all the time. It is made to withstand everyday
wear and tear. if it s]'aou|d break under any circumstance | will be g|ad to repair atno c]'xarge (as |ongas lam
able). 5i|verjewe|r5 that is worn all the time does not tarnish as quicuy because the ailsin your skin keep it
from doing so. Itwill also deve|op a “worn Patina” asit taps against itself or ot]’xerjewdrg. This is desirable

and should be considered part of the charm of a much worn, favorite Piece onewehy.

All ETSterhngjewdry comes Packaged with a Piece of 3M anti-tarnish paper (gray paper sc}uare) .
IFyou store your si|verjewe|r5 in the ziP—|ocl< bag, this should keep it from tarnis]’xingas quicuy, however it is
on|5 suPPosecJ to last about 6 months. The 5e||ow clothis Sunshine cloth. 1tis great fora quick Po|is]1.

Just rub. Don’t rub oxidized (blackened) areas too much because it will rub out

Fora good Po|is]1ing, use a good silver Po|is]'1 like 3M Silver Polish with Tarnis]’xguard. Follow the

directions and use an old toothbrush when you rinse to get the Po|is]'1 out of letters or other small P|aces.

Watch out for Chlorine bleaches. 1t will make spots on Silver. This has lﬂappened to me while
c|eaning and Pouring Clorox into the washer. You can getit off, but it mig]'xt take a couP|e of Po|islﬂes. Also
watch out for sulfur based Products. I used a facial mask with sulfurinit. 1t turned my earrings black. 1had
to use my Po|is]1ing ec}uipment to get it off. 1would be g|ad to Po|is]'1 yours if you have one of these

PI‘ObICmS.

hcyou come to visit me, | will Polish 9ourjcwclry. Or you can mail it to me. Remember if

you have any Problcms or rePairs that Iwill do so at no chargc.

Elaine Tietz

www.ETSterling.com

ETSterling@uahoo.com




